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reveals a place where Mr. Baldwin ignored the road of vision to tread the overbeaten track of strike and deadlock. He had this one chance to change the face of English political history, and overthrow the representative system.
The manner in which Mr. Baldwin slipped out of his predicament revealed the difficulties of his position. June I3th may be taken as the date on which he made his official apology. He had sunk from the realms of hope and the glamour of crises into the eternal rut. The powerless democratic statesman had to attend an open-air rally at Chippen-ham, in Wiltshire. Accompanied by Mrs. Baldwin, the Prime Minister was drawn through the grounds of his meeting place in an open carriage by enthusiastic supporters. With the pomp of an age that was passed, in the atmosphere of a Conservatism that could not readapt itself, Mr, Baldwin exemplified the crass folly of exoteric politics by addressing a mass meeting. The necessity of shrouding an absence of deeds by words was not necessarily Mr. Baldwin's fault- It was a normal symptom of his times.
In acquitting himself the Prime Minister revealed the political deadlock that exaggerated the coal controversy. "I do not admit/1 he said, "culpable delay in dealing with this problem, and I feel this very strongly, Given the preparation for the conflict, given the propaganda of the last twenty years, given the conditions of industry since the War, given the delusions that followed on the War, in my view what occurred last month was inevitable." It was true that Conservatism had been intellectually dormant during these twenty years and had nothing to offer in reply. There had been no leader strong enough to retire effectively from public life during the unprincipled advance since 1906. The nation and the race had been falling into decay under the policy of laisser-faire. It was tragic that the Prime Minister should have concluded his speech on a further topic and not recognised it as an effect from the same causes. **I want/* he said, "to see our English labour